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Give a New Life to Your Old Tools

Tools for Solidarity
(TFS) is a small or-
ganisation, which
supports self-reliance
by providing high
quality recycled hand
tools and
Sewing ma-
chines to
wWorking
people
overseas, |
promoting |l
interna-
tional soli-

challenging
global ine-
gualities
through
critical analy-
sis of devel-
opment issues, envi-
ronmental  sustain-
ability and ethical
working practices.

From 1984, we have
collected tools and
sewing machines all
over Ireland and sent
them to Sub-Saharan
Africa and Central
America answetring
the requests of peo-
ple in need of tools to
change their lives.

As

already men-

10ih Shipment lo Tanzania

its highest ever num-
ber of international
volunteers  working
for the organisation.
The number of re-
guests from people to
come and
work for the
® organisation
"] has also in-
5 creased.
This has en-
abled TFS to
look to the
develop-
o ment of new
projects and
to look to
dstreamline
the storage
and flow of mate-
tials into and out

of the workshop.

tioned. the organisa-
tion has only been
able to support such
developments over-
seas with the help of
international  volun-

EISU3787353

teers who continue to
carry out the majority
of the work within our
workshop. Over the
last year TFS has had
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"The smallest act of
kindness is worth
tore than the

grandest intention.”

WELCOME & GOOD-BYE

Unfortunately, we had
to say goodbye to
Gabriella (Italy), Mor-
gane (France), Jan
(Germany), Fidelis
(Germany) and Eleon-
ora (ltaly). We also
heeded to say fare-
well to  Aristote
(France), Laura
(Germany), Juanho
(Spain) and Saara
(Finland).

We thought that it
would never come
but Francesca from
Italy, who was one of
our corewvolunteers
playing a key role in
the life of TFS. has
left us. All of them
have finished their
projects.

The current volun-
teers of TFS in Belfast
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HERE COMES TO SUN
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ited the panels were
installed on time at
the end of Septem-
ber.

All that was left to do
was to take the tree -
we finally got permis-
sion for the owners
that we could go

ahead and prune it.
Thanks to Conor,
Philip, Gary and eve-
ryone who helped
with this.

If you want to see
how the panels are
doing you can go
online and see them
operatingl
https://g00.gl/EnXs9
W
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The 8 richest people in
the world are men and
own the same wealth
as half of the world's Z

population

Wealth Distribution in the World

It is a fact that the
population of the
world is growing fast.
In 1945 there were
2.3 billion people on
earth, in 2006 there
were 6.5 billion and
today there are 7.5
billion with a pro-
jected 8.5 billion by
2028.

On the other hand,
“sharing skills™ are

not growing at the

same speed. Accord-
ing to the network
therules.org, 300
years ago rtich coun-
tries were 3 times
richer than  poor
countries, during the
1960's the rich coun-
tries were 35 times
richer than poor
countries and today
rich countries are 80
times richer than
poor countries. As a
result the 300 richest

people in the world
own the same wealth
as the poorest 3 bil-

lion people in the
world. Data from
2003.

But the situation is
getting worse. last
year Oxfam warned in
it's report “An econ-
omy for the 1% that
the number had
fallen dramatically to
62 of the richest peo-
ple in the world own-

ing the same amount
of wealth as half of
the population. Today
it is even worse, a
recent publication in
the guardian said
‘the number has
dropped to eightin
2017 because new
information  shows
that poverty in China
and India is worse
than previously
thought, making the
bottom 50% even

worse off and widen-
ing the gap between
rich and poor.”

How is the gap be-
tween the rich and
the poor getting big-
ger and bigger de-
spite the effort of gov-
ernments and organi-
zations to reduce it?
The 5:50:500 con-
cept compares the
amount of money
given to the develop-
ing world through
charity/aid to how
much is taken from it.
The idea behind
5:50:500 is simple:

5 billion is the
amount of money
given to the Develop-
ing World by non gov-
ernmental agencies
(voluntary aid) every
year for the past 10
years.

50 billion is the

amount of money
given to the Develop-
ing World by govern-
ments (official aid)
every year for the
past 10 years.
- 500 bhillion is the
amount of money
that the Developing
World loses on aver-
age per year over the
past 10 years as a
result of the current
unjust international
economic system.




The 8 richest people
in the world are
men and own the
same wealth as half
of the world's

population
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Wealth Distribution in the World

So, in short, for every
$55 billion trans-
ferred to the Poor
World by the Rich
World, $500 billion is
transferred in the op-

posite direction.
(Detailed information
about the 5:50:500
concept can be
founded in develop-
menteducation.ie/sh

0p/5-50-500/)

It seems clear to me
that the economic
system needs to be
changed and we
really urge people on
board. There is a full
range of local and

worldwide organiza-
tions and networks
where we can be in-
formed on how small
changes in our ac-
tions can create a
positive impact.

Tools for Solidarity's

Education pro-
gramme, known as
ESD, has been work-
ing for the past 4
years with schools
and other groups
within the commu-
hity, teaching them
about inequality and
spreading the feeling
that we have the
power to change the
world. Currently the
ESD programme is

cooking a new and
exiting series of ac-
tivities aimed at teen-
agers to provide them
with a deeper under-
standing of sustain-
ability and empower

them to start ques-
tioning and challeng-
ing the world today.

In 10 years time
these primary school
and GCSE level chil-
dren will be adults
entitled to vote and
work. We hope some
of them will make in-
formed and powerful
decisions that will
make the unequal
world that we are liv-




How we won the lrish

Water War !

Community and Solidarity

| moved into Stoney-
batter, a neighbour-
hood just west of the
city centre in early
2014 It was, |don't
know, the 13t of 14th
place I've rented in
Dublin. Most of my
friends have moved
around the same
amount, not putting
roots in any one area
or feeling part of a
community. Yet this
was a time when
community mattered,
when campaigns

based in local com-
munities defeated
the government's
austerity plans in the
fight against Irish Wa-
ter.

It didn’t look like this
was on the cards in
early 2014. It
seemed that the fight
against austerity had

Except it didn't hap-
pen. Against all ex-
pectations, the cam-
paigh to stop the wa-
ter charges suc-
ceeded.

There were six or
seven massive
marches — the largest
involved about
200,000 people
countrywide — but the
reason we won were-
n't the marches as
much as the small
local actions in every

community. In order
to get us to pay for
water they had to put
water meters outside
people’s houses —
‘installing austerity
into your footpath™ as
a friend put it. This
gave us something
concrete to fight
against in our own
neighbourhoods.




How we won the lrish
Water War !

Community and Solidarity

When the water me-
ter installers came to
Stoneybatter, we first
tried blocking roads
to stop them. When
that didn’t work we
blockaded the whole
neighbourhood. This
way, we managed to
keep them out for a
month. Other areas
were stronger and
the water meter in-
stallers were kept out
permanently. Either
way, these actions
created a sense of

ourselves standing in
solidarity with our
heighbours against
austerity. | mean this
literally, we were
stood in the middle of
the road every day for
a month -at all the
entrances to the area
- 10 stop the installers
coming in.
Neighbours joined us

up. area by area. It
meant that when the
bills started coming
in, non-payment was
s0 high that it sank
Irish Water.

So you could say “the
community stood up
against austerity”.
The thingis, at the
beginning most peo-
ple involved didn't
have a sense of com-
munity — a lot of the

campaigners were
political people like
me who'd moved
around from place to
place. Even those
who came from the
area didn't feel much
part of a community
- at least not at the
beginning.




How we won the
Irish Water War ! | ’\

Community and Solidarity

After knocking on the
doors, | realised that
most people | talked
to felt separate — not
part of @ community
either.Perhaps in
more settled areas,

there is more commu-

hity. But perhaps not.
Mostly, even when
people feel there is ‘a
community’ in their
area, they feel out-

side it. There’s noth-
ing surprising about
this. We live in a
world where we're
isolated, moving
around, constantly
decentred and dislo-
cated. It's a world
where it's difficult to
build up attachments

just that acts of soli-

cause of it. Without
doubt it was this, the
feeling we were de-
fending our newly-
found community
that ensured we kept
the faith, kept setting
the alarm clocks for
five in the morning
and shoving leaflets
in letterboxes. | guess

this is the big thing |
learned from the
campaign. It's not

darity are based onh a
sense of community.
They build up that

sense of community.




Return to our roots
and respect the

environment..

Green Future Organisation
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The story of creating
the Green Future Or-
ganhisation started on
a small farm we vis-
ited on holiday. We
realised that the
taste of vegetables
that we bought from
supermarkets was
hot the same as the
taste of vegetables
that we ate on this
little farm. The vege-
tables on the farm
were 0 much more
delicious than those
we bought in super-

‘ma rkets. After the

rip we began to
on why  super-

wsinstead of vegetables
like the ones we ate
on.that little farm. We
found the reason for
it to be ‘factory
farms’  which take

advantage of Iowa".ﬁ;et-h

business costs and
increase their pro-
duction by using
chemicals but pro-
ducing low-quality
food — because - /of
these chemicals. This
use of chemicals can
contribute to health
problems and pol-
lutes the énviren-
ment. It also nega-
tively affects small
farmers who still use
traditional methods
and what's worse is

have begun to use
chemicals on their
farms to compete
with factory farms,
but these farmers
often don't know
enough about chemi-
cals to safely use
them, further damag-
ing the quality of pro-
duce. These things
worried us a lot and
this combined with
our realisation the we
spend most of our
time in big cities
locked away from na-
ture led us to decide
to establish the
Green Future Organi-

connect with,
return. to olir roots
and respect the envi-
ronment. ;Some the
pds” that we
think_'/cbuld changé

Ahe disadvantages of

farmers were
maculture,
ecoVillage, organie
farming, .and free
economy: But we had
ho “experience. With
farming or agrgul-
ture. The only thing
we knew was that
human activities con-
sume resources and
produce waste. The
main problem for
farmers was not ob-

per-
eco-life,

tlre,

‘the

about organic farm-
ing or ecological life
in this age of technol-
ogy, the problem was
the farmers ignhoring
this information. We
were a small organi-
sation who could not
change the entire
system but we be-
lieved that we could
be a drop in the
‘changing sea’. We
decided to go to a
little orchard, which
had belonged one of
our member's grand-
parents, in a small
village to discuss and |
devel ide

tanding of the
role of sustainable-
and ecological life in

l'giving the youth the

chance for positive

‘change in their per-

sonal lives, exploring
potential and
limitatichs of eco-life
and sharing experi-
nces and the reall-
Zes learnt from those

éxperiences. We also
tried to begin to im-
prove young people’s
chances using per-

mMaculture,
uilding_ and
villages.

€co-
eCco-




Return to our roots
and respect the

environment. ..

Green Future Organisation




Return to our roots
and respect the

environment. ..

Green

One of
the main
topics we
talked about wa

what kind of place we &

wahted to live in. Af-
ter initial discussions,

we separated into &

small groups and
tried to build different
village models by us-
ing cardboard boxes,
fallen branches or
any kind trash. Qur

aim with this activity §,
was to try and teach W
the villagers how their

disregard for the envi-

ronment causes prob-
lems for their village
and how these prob-
lems would only in-
crease with the con-
tinuation of this way
of life.

After a while one by

one we young urbans 2
started to leave our &

eco-camp which h
no hot water,
electricity,

Future Organisation
T, JEX .“, 73

Page 11

internet  connection
or mobile phone sig-
nal. During the camp
period we did not use
any kind of chemi-
cals. We made our
own shampoo. tooth-
paste, cleaning prod-
ucts etc. GFO didn't
have the finances to

continue this project
but hoped that
our time there was
enough help them to
improve their way of
life. We could not
teach a lot to the
young villagers but
we tried to teach
them to ask the im-
portant questions.
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